
The Life and Times of Norman ‘Nodge’Poucher of Branston 
 

 

 

 

Norman ‘Nodge’ Poucher was born in Lincoln in 1923 

and lived with his parents Emma and Harry ‘Cherry’ 

Poucher, and his two older brothers Lol Horner and 

Harry ‘Tid’ Horner.  (Both of these brothers were born 

to Emma during her first marriage.)  In 1937 the family 

moved to Lincoln Road, Branston where they became 

involved in the usual village activities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of Emma & Harry Poucher 

 

 

Shortly after the outbreak of the Second World War, Nodge’s brother ‘Tid’ 

enlisted in the Royal Navy, and in 1941 at the age of 18 years Nodge himself 

applied to join the Royal Navy and was accepted, and was subsequently posted to 

H.M.S. Ganges for initial training.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Letter requesting 

attendance for medical 

examination 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Letter confirming 

acceptance into the 

Royal Navy 

 

 

 

 

His period of service that he undertook was not defined in years but was stated to 

be ‘for the period of the present emergency’. 



 
Photo taken November 1941 H.M.S. Ganges Chatham  

   Norman Poucher 3rd row down 3rd from left 

 

 

After completing his initial training he was then posted to various locations for 

further training on H.M. ships Pembroke, Northney, Northney 11, Queen Emma, 

Princess Josephine Charlotte, and Quebec.  This further training was in relation to 

Combined Operations and involved being at ‘action stations’ on ships used in the 

transportation of assault troops, including commandos, for amphibious landings, 

and the use of landing craft of various types for carrying out attacks on enemy held 

beaches.  After completion of his training he was designated as an Able Seaman 

and then was posted to H.M.S. Copra.  During these times he and his brother ‘Tid’, 

who was serving on H.M.S. ESKIMO, aTribal Class Destroyer (75) were often in 

touch with each other by letter regarding various matters, especially their shore 

leave and what they had been up to during their forays ashore. 
 

 



Nodge, like many other veterans, rarely spoke of his wartime service, but he did 

once speak of the occasion when he was at sea having recently left port, and 

H.M.S. ESKIMO was passing in the opposite direction.  He requested permission 

to send a message to his brother ‘Tid’ who he was aware was on board H.M.S. 

ESKIMO but this was refused on security grounds. 

 
   

 

Sometime later on 12th July 

1943, off the island of Sicily, 

H.M.S. ESKIMO was attacked 

by German dive bombers and a 

bomb penetrated two fuel oil 

tanks causing a massive 

explosion which killed 19 men 

and injured 22 others.  Sadly 

one of those killed was ‘Tid’.  

The ship had to be towed to 

Malta and then to England for 

repairs. 

 

 

 

 
Harry “Tid” Horner                   Telegram informing Emma of the death of her son Harry 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Service Record Norman Poucher 
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In 1946, after being demobbed from the Royal Navy Nodge returned to Branston 

and joined the Post Office and was appointed as postman in his own village area.  

This was fortuitous as it was here that he met his future wife Muriel, who came 

from Metheringham, and who was working in Branston Post Office.  They married 

in 1950 and lived with Nodge’s parents for a time until they took up residence in a 

bungalow next to his parents’ home on Lincoln Road where they spent the rest of 

their lives. 
Photo of Muriel & Norman Poucher 

 

 

 

During his work as a postman, which lasted 

until his retirement, Nodge was regarded as a 

very diligent person who always had time to 

stop and converse with householders.  

Whenever he found anyone to be downhearted 

about any matter he was always willing to 

listen and reassure them, and if he discovered 

anyone had any official documents or forms to 

fill in which they did not quite understand he 

would help them to complete them.  During his 

time, the use of letters and postcards as a means 

of communication was far more prevalent than 

today and Nodge would often inform a householder of the brief details of a 

postcard before handing it over, such was his relationship with residents. 

 

Nodge’s mother Emma was a prolific organiser and supporter of events in 

Branston and her enthusiasm and hard work in these matters was recognised in a 

letter of commendation she received from her local member of parliament, Mr 

Joseph Godber, M.P. 

 

Nodge seems to have followed in his mother’s footsteps in this respect for he was a 

great supporter of The Home Guard Club and was chairman of the committee for a 

number of years.  He was also a staunch supporter of The Royal British Legion 

Branch, serving as a committee member, also as secretary, and he acted as 

Standard Bearer.  Through his work as postman and his involvement in community 

activities he was recognized as one of the most well-known and respected residents 

of Branston. 
 



Sadly his wife Muriel passed away on 23rd February 2010 at Canwick House Care 

Home. This loss affected Nodge very deeply and on 1st December 2010 he too 

suddenly passed away at Woodview Care Home at Branston. 

 

Obituary written by Fran Whitaker in December 2010 

 


